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should also be shown as extended in this
same general alignment. Future development
in this general area of the parish is
anticipated. A roadway and utility alignment
could help to direct this future development
and provide better access and connectivity.

Given the significance of the Major
Thoroughfare Plan relative to local streets in
the Parish, Terrebonne Parish Government
should set priorities for those segments to be
constructed first and determine how best to
finance these. A suggested approach for
priority should be those segments that would
provide additional capacity in established
transportation corridors and then east-west
connectivity in the parish.

Parish government should also find ways to
improve transit service in the parish. There is
considerable promise here, and transit will be
an important part of the strategy designed to
help the parish meet its air quality standards
over the next several years. Also, an
improved and upgraded transit system could
also play a significant role in making
affordable housing available to more people
in the parish. Transportation and access to
employment opportunities are important
components in the affordable housing
equation.

The adoption of a “Complete Streets” policy
locally coupled with revisions to the parish
subdivision  regulations  will  promote
connectivity within the parish and foster
pedestrian travel and bicycling.
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In  addition, parish  government, in
conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce
and South Central Industrial Association,
should work to find ways to complete 1-49.
Although this highway is built to interstate
standards for its length in Terrebonne Parish,
it needs to be completed to these same
standards from Morgan City to the Wax Lake
Outlet Bridge in St. Mary Parish. This highway
is important for hurricane evacuation
purposes and, at this time, is the lowest cost
segment of those between Lafayette and
west bank Jefferson Parish yet uncompleted.
Realistically, the segment between Morgan
City and Wax Lake Outlet Bridge may be the
only segment completed within the next 15
to 20 years because of funding constraints at
the state and federal levels. While it would be
ideal for this region to have a continuous
interstate highway between Bayou Lafourche
and Shreveport and beyond (in the near
future), the segment through Lafayette is
more problematic for this region—and largely
out of our control—than the uncompleted
segment in St. Mary Parish.

On another important front, the so-called
North-South Hurricane Evacuation Corridor
has languished for various reasons for a
number of years, although recently, there has
been some movement to bring this needed
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evacuation route to a decision. The
completion of this route would provide the
residents of Terrebonne Parish (and north
Lafourche Parish) with a hurricane evacuation
alternative that would permit much faster
access to I-10 and I-55 so that evacuations to
the north (where evacuees from here must
head most of the time) could be effected. The
current evacuation route, U.S. 90 east- or
westbound, is jammed with very slow moving
traffic in times of emergency, according to
anecdotal information. This traffic situation
can only be avoided by evacuating the area
well in advance of the time when landfall can
be predicted with increasing accuracy. An
alternate route could very well be a life-saver
for Terrebonne Parish residents.

In conjunction with hurricane evacuation
needs, the parish should be mindful of roads
that are critical for evacuation that also flood
in places. When this happens, traffic flow is
greatly impeded, or stopped completely
when the road of blocked due to high water.
Although this is a complicated situation due
to the fact that nearly all the roads needed
for evacuation and which flood are also state
roads, Terrebonne Parish should explore with
LaDOTD the feasibility of a Memorandum of
Understanding which would allow the parish
to fill in the low spots on these roads with
shell or aggregate when evacuation is
recommended under a state of emergency. If
the road is not flooded and passable, then
evacuation is not impeded or blocked.

Also, Terrebonne Parish should consider
revising its subdivision regulations to require
at least one centrally located street in a
proposed development to exceed height
requirements to preclude the likelihood of
flooding. If this was the case, then
evacuations from the development could be
facilitated.
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