
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
MEMBERS 

Trudy Hebert, Chair         Pete Konos 
Willie Newton, Vice Chair       David Tauzin 
Joe Harris, Secretary       Matthew Chatagnier    

             
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC:  If you wish to address the Board, please notify the Chairman prior to the beginning of the meeting.  Individuals 

addressing the Board should be respectful of others in their choice of words and actions.  Please silence all cell phones, pagers or 
electronic devices used for communication for the duration of the meeting. 

 

 
HOUMA BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

MEETING NOTICE 
 
DATE: Monday, September 16, 2019 
TIME: 3:30 PM 
PLACE: Terrebonne Parish Council Meeting Room 
  2nd Floor, Government Tower 
  8026 Main Street, Houma, LA 70360 
 

A • G • E • N • D • A 
 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Roll Call 
3. Announcements 
4. Approve Minutes of  July 15, 2019 
5. New Business: 

a.   Special Exception:  To allow for Day Care Services in an R-1 District located at 129 
Exeter Run; (Council District 6; Bayou Cane Fire District); Becky Moore, applicant.   
b.   Structure Variance:  Rear Yard setback from required 25’ to 18’ to allow for addition 
located at 111 Bellingrath; (Council District 6;Bayou Cane Fire District); Allen Porche, Sr., 
applicant.  

         7.   Next Meeting Date: October 21, 2019 
8.   Board of Adjustment Member Comment 
9.   Public Comment 
10. Adjourn 
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HOUMA BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

Official Proceedings 
of  

July 22, 2019 
 

Government Tower 
2nd Floor, Terrebonne Parish Council Meeting Room 

 
1. The Chairman, Trudy Hebert, called the June 24, 2019 meeting of the Houma Board 

of Adjustments to order at 3:40 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance led by 
Mr. Matt Chatagnier. 
 

2. Upon Roll Call, those members present were Mrs. Trudy Hebert, Mr. Willie 
Newton, Mr. Joe Harris, Mr. Pete Konos, Mr. David Tauzin and Mr. Matt 
Chatagnier. Also present was Mr. Christopher Pulaski, TPCG Planning Director.  

  
3.  ANNOUNCEMENTS:  NONE 
 

      4.   Approval of Minutes of  June 24, 2019:  MOTION was made by Mr. Joe Harris,     
           SECONDED by Mr. Willie Newton to APPROVE the minutes of  the June 24, 2019.    
           THERE BEING NO OPPOSITION, THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 
5.  OLD BUSINESS:       
      a.  Structure Variance:  (1) Front yard setback from required 20’ to 15.0’; and, (2)   
      Rear yard setback from required 25’ to 8’-4” for new residential construction located  
      at 207 Authement Street.  
 
      Chair recognized Mr. Barry Chauvin C.E.O. of  Options, representing this  
      application.  Mr. Chauvin stated that this is a parish adjudicated property.  They       
      received a grant for building 12 homes  This will be a 3 bedroom, 2 bath home.  The  
      design is one that was used for other houses and is the most cost effective.  
 

Chair recognized Mr. Christopher Pulaski who stated that the applicant is 
requesting a front yard setback from the required 20’ to 15’ and a rear setback 
variance from the required 25’ to 8’-4” for residential construction in an R-1 
zoned district.  

The subdivision pre-dates zoning and the depth of the property is approximately 
73’ deep.  The proposed footprint is a modest 1,500 sq. ft. 3 bedroom home 
similar to the others that the non-profit organization has built to help people 
transition into affordable homes.  The shallowness of the property prevents them 
from adhering to the zoning setbacks, but what they are proposing to construct 
does not seem out of character or scale with the surrounding homes.  Options 
fulfils one of the Parish’s stated objectives in its comprehensive master plan 
through the development of infill lots.  The granting of the variance would not 
seem to substantially or permanently injure the appropriate use of adjacent 
confirming properties in the same district nor will it alter the essential character 
of the district in which it is located.  

A site visit was performed and all property owners adjacent to and within a 
250' radius of the subject property have been notified.  Staff received two (2) 
calls requesting more information but voicing No Objection .  

Staff recommends APPROVAL of the request.  

A MOTION to APPROVE was made by Mr. Joe Harris, seconded by Mr. 
Pete Konos. 

  ROLL CALL VOTE: 
  YEAS:  Newton, Harris, Konos, Tauzin 
  NAYS: NONE 
  ABSTAINED: None  
NOT VOTING: Hebert  
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 Chair declared the MOTION  APPROVED. 
 
b.  STRUCTURE VARIANCE:  Placement of second façade sign on the front 
of an existing commercial building in Overlay District.  
 
Chair recognized Mr. Andy Brown, 44066 Lakeview Drive, Prairieville, LA., 
representing Sign Art.  Mr. Brown stated that all of their locations advertise 
this respected brand and they would like to be able to add this to their façade 
sign here in Houma.  
 
Chair recognized Mr. Christopher Pulaski who stated that the applicant is 
requesting a variance to allow for placement of a second façade sign on the 
front of an existing commercial building in Overlay District.  
 
This variance is being requested by the business owner as a way to best utilize 
the property’s assets.  Visibility is the key to a businesses’ success and the 
tenant is asking to advertise one of the major product lines they sell.  This 
commercial development pre-dates the Overlay District and zoning for this area 
and the structure is approximately 400’ from the MLK right of way.  The 
previous tenant had similar legal, non-conforming signage, but the building 
remained empty for more than the one year period.  The BOA has approved 
similar variances in the past, and has asked Staff to consider presenting 
revisions to the zoning regulations that would allow for such signage.  
 
A site visit was performed and all property owners adjacent to and within a 
250’ radius of the subject property have been notified.  Staff received NO 
calls regarding this request. 
 
Staff recommends APPROVAL of the request. 
 
A MOTION to APPROVE was made by Mr. Willie Newton, seconded by 
Mr. Joe Harris. 

  ROLL CALL VOTE: 
  YEAS:  Newton, Harris, Konos, Tauzin 
  NAYS: NONE 
  ABSTAINED: None  
NOT VOTING: Hebert 
 

Chair declared the MOTION  APPROVED. 
 
c.  STRUCTURE VARIANCE:  A variance from maximum driveway width 
of 35’ to 158’ for a new Commercial/light industrial development in an I-1 
district.  
 
Chair recognized Mr. Robert Burns, 4549 Hwy. 311, Houma, President of 
TerreSouth, who stated that he would like to install a limestone driveway wih 
ingress and egress for the purpose of loading and unloading heavy trucks.  
 
Chair recognized Mr. Christopher Pulaski who stated that the applicant is 
requesting a variance from maximum driveway width of 35’ to 158’ for a new 
Commercial/light industrial development in an I-I district.  
 
The site has two frontages (one along Valhi and one along Capital Blvd.. The 
Capital Blvd. side is primarily where the employees and deliveries will be 
made from with most of the Valhi driveway use for customers and visitors.  
With the deliveries there are occasional instances where large trucks will need 
to make deliveries and the additional width will accommodate these 
movements.  The applicant has indicated that they will use a combination of 
striping and signage to direct traffic other wise and control ingress/egress.  
Similar requests have been approved by this Board on properties in this 
district, so the request would not seem to substantially or permanently injure 
the appropriate use of adjacent conforming property in the same district nor 
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would it alter the essential character of the district as much of this district pre-
dates zoning. 
  
A site visit was performed and all property owners adjacent to and within a 
250’ radius of the subject property have been notified.  Staff received no calls 
regarding this request.  
 
Staff recommends APPROVAL of the request.  
 
A MOTION TO APPROVE was made by Mr. Joe Harris, SECONDED by 
Mr. Pete Konos. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
YEAS:  Newton, Harris, Konos, Tauzin 
NAYS: NONE 
ABSTAINED: None  
NOT VOTING: Hebert  
 
Chair declared the MOTION  APPROVED. 
 
d.  STRUCTURE VARIANCE: Variance to place a second facade sign on 
side of commercial building in Overlay District.  
 
Chair recognized Mr. Craig Carmen, President of NICE Signs, 2147 Marion 
Drive, LaPlace, LA, who stated that they realize now that they are in violation 
of putting up the sign without a previous permit and they are asking forgiveness 
and approval.   
 
Chair recognized Mr. Christopher Pulaski who stated that the applicant is 
requesting a variance to allow for placement of a second façade sign on 
commercial building in Overlay District.  
 
The location is the end unit of a new commercial building along a major retail 
corridor.  The applicant had already placed both façade signs before applying 
for the permit.  Upon the permit application review, the applicant was made 
aware of the Overlay District requirements.  The applicant has paid the penalty 
fee associated with the permit and the permit for the front façade sign has been 
issued.  This area along MLK has a large number of legal, non-conforming signs 
as much pre-dates zoning.  The BOA has approved similar variances in the past, 
and has asked Staff to consider presenting revisions to the zoning regulations 
that would allow for such signage.   
 
A site visit was performed and all property owners adjacent to and within a 250’ 
radius of the subject property have been notified.  Staff received no calls 
regarding this request. 
 
Staff recommends APPROVAL of the request.  
 

          A MOTION to APPROVE was made by Mr. Willie Newton, seconded by         

          Mr. Joe Harris.   
          ROLL CALL VOTE: 
          YEAS:  Newton, Harris, Konos, Tauzin 
          NAYS: NONE 
          ABSTAINED: None  
          NOT VOTING: Hebert 

 
 Chair declared the MOTION APPROVED. 
 
e.  STRUCTURE VARIANCE:  Rear setback from required 25’ to 
23’ for new residential construction. 
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Chair recognized Mr. Kevin Burton, 671 Lancaster Drive, Houma, who stated 
that he is representing this property.  He stated that the house is in a cul-d-sac 
and is rather narrow and they need a 2’ rear variance. 
 
Chair recognized Mr. Christopher Pulaski who stated that the applicant is 
requesting a Rear variance from required 25’ to 23’ for new construction in an 
R-1 zoned district.  
 
Due to the shallowness of the lot, applicant is requesting a 2’ variance in order 
to construct the home to architectural design.  The shape and depth of this 
particular lot is different from the majority of the properties in the subdivision 
and it is along the rear of the subdivision in one of the final phases so the 
request will not substantially or permanently injure the appropriate use of 
adjacent conforming property in the same district; nor will it alter the essential 
character of the district in which it is located.  
 
A site visit was performed and all property owners adjacent to and within a 250’ 
radius of the subject property have been notified.  Staff received no calls 
regarding this request. 
 
Staff recommends APPROVAL of the request.  
 
A MOTION to APPROVE was made by Mr. Willie Newton, seconded by 
Mr. Pete Konos. 

  ROLL CALL VOTE: 
  YEAS:  Newton, Harris, Konos, Tauzin 
  NAYS: NONE 
  ABSTAINED: None  
NOT VOTING: Hebert 

 
Chair declared the MOTION  APPROVED.   
 

6.  Next Meeting Date: August 19, 2019. 

7.  Board of Adjustment Member Comment: None 

8.  Public Comment:  NONE 

9.  There being no further business, Mr. Willie Newton made the MOTION to  
 ADJOURN, seconded by Mr. Joe Harris.  
There being  NO  OPPOSITION, MOTION CARRIED; Chairman declared           
MOTION  ADOPTED and the meeting  ADJOURNED. 
 

 

 

   Mr. Willie Newton, Secretary 
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