
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERS
Trudy Hebert, Chair         Pete Konos 
Willie Newton, Vice Chair       David Tauzin 
Joe Harris, Secretary       Matthew Chatagnier    

             
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC:  If you wish to address the Board, please notify the Chairman prior to the beginning of the meeting.  

Individuals addressing the Board should be respectful of others in their choice of words and actions.  Please silence all cell 
phones, pagers or electronic devices used for communication for the duration of the meeting. 

 

 
HOUMA BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

MEETING NOTICE 
 
DATE: Monday, May 20, 2019 
TIME: 3:30 PM 
PLACE: Terrebonne Parish Council Meeting Room 
  2nd Floor, Government Tower 
  8026 Main Street, Houma, LA 70360 
 

A • G • E • N • D • A 
 

1. Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Roll Call 
3. Announcements 
4. Approve Minutes of  April 15, 2019 
5. Old Business: 

a.  Structure Variance:  Rear setback from required 25’ to 19’ for conversion of storage 
shed to residential dwelling unit located at 1513 Division Avenue; Hope Gregoire, 
applicant: (Council District 1; City of Houma Fire District). 

6. New Business:  
a.   Structure Variance:  Side setback from required 5’ to 2’ for construction of new 
carport and storage shed located at 271 J. Patrick Drive; Chris Jaubert, applicant; 
(Council District 5; Bayou Cane Fire District).    

         7.   Next Meeting Date: June 17, 2019 
8.   Board of Adjustment Member Comment 
9.   Public Comment 
10. Adjourn 
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HOUMA BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

Official Proceedings 
of  

April 15, 2019 
 

Government Tower 
2nd Floor, Terrebonne Parish Council Meeting Room 

 
1. The Chairman, Trudy Hebert, called the April 15, 2019 meeting of the Houma 

Board of Adjustments to order at 3:30 p.m., followed by the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Mr. Joe Harris. 

2. Upon Roll Call, those members present were Mrs. Trudy Hebert, Mr. Joe Harris 
and Mr. Matt Chatagnier.  Also present was Mr. Christopher Pulaski, TPCG 
Planning Director and Katie Tabor, Land Use Planner II. 
Absent were Mr. Willie Newton, Pete Konos and David Tauzin. 

3.   Announcements:  Mr. Pulaski introduced his Senior Planner, Katie Tabor.  
      4.   Approval of Minutes of  February 18, 2019:   

MOTION was made by Mr. Joe Harris, seconded by Mr. Matt Chatagnier that 
the minutes of  February 18, 2019 be APPROVED. THERE BEING NO 
OPPOSITION, THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  

      5.   NEW BUSINESS: 
 

 a.  Structure Variance:  (1) Rear yard setback from 25’ to 5’ construction of new 
storage building located at 258 Enterprise Drive.  

Chair recognized Mr. Ken Rembert, 825 School Street, who stated that he is 
representing Mr. Landry and that Mr. Landry wishes to place a storage unit on his 
business property and is requesting the variance.   

Chair recognized Mr. Christopher Pulaski who stated that the applicant is requesting 
a rear yard setback variance from the required 25’ to 5’ for construction of a storage 
unit in a C-2 zoned district.  Since the property to the rear is zoned R-1, the rear yard 
setback is the same as the adjacent district’s.  C-2 zoning does not allow accessory 
structures to be placed within the required rear yard setback (Sec 28-74(e)).  As 
stated by the applicant in their narrative, the need and resulting hardship is to 
preserve area for future parking for the on-site business in the main structure.  Staff 
feels that the exception will not alter the essential character of the district in which it 
is located as many structures in this area pre-date zoning (2007). The exception will 
not substantially or permanently injure the appropriate use of adjacent conforming 
property in the same district.  The exception will not adversely affect the public 
health, safety or welfare of the district. 

A site visit was performed and all property owners adjacent to and within a 250’ 
radius of the subject property have been notified.  Staff received no calls  of the 
request. 

Staff recommends APPROVAL of the request.   

A MOTION to APPROVE  was made by Mr. Joe Harris, seconded by Mr. Matthew 
Chatagnier.   

  ROLL CALL VOTE: 
  YEAS:  Harris, Chatagnier, Voisin 
  NAYS: NONE 
  ABSTAINED: None  
NOT VOTING: NONE 
Chair declared the MOTION APPROVED. 
 
b.  Structure Variance:  Rear yard setback variance from the required 25’ to 19’ for 
placement of a storage unit that will be converted to a residential dwelling unit located at 
1513 Division Avenue.  

Chair recognized Mr. Harold Ardoin, 1215 Academy Street, who stated that they       
purchased the storage shed.  They were told that it could be turned into a resident  
dwelling. He stated that he will do the work. They need this variance so they can     
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  begin with the project.  
 

              Chair recognized Mr. Troy Ledet, 5206 Highway 56, Chauvin, who stated that he      
              owns many properties in  this area and that this is an accessory structure and  
              doesn’t qualify as a residential structure.  a shed is not a residential dwelling.    
              He feels that this is unacceptable and does not meet building standards. 
   
              Chair recognized Mr. Loren Dehaven, 1503 & 1513 Division Street, who stated    
              that the shed will be renovated to make a residence.  He wants to keep the family  
              together.  He stated that there was a residence in the same spot as the storage shed  
              is being placed.  He explained that there was a house on the same spot when he   
              bought the property.  He stated that they will do it right and get all the permits  
              and things that are necessary. 
             
              Chair recognized Mr. Ardoin, again, who stated that he will have  
              no problem getting the required permits, inspections, etc..  He will get everything  
              needed to make this a home for his sister. 
 

Chair recognized Mr. Christopher Pulaski who stated that the applicant is 
requesting a rear yard setback variance from the required 25’ to 19’ for placement 
of a storage unit that will be converted to a residential dwelling unit in an R-1 
district under a new residential permit.  Applicant had received a permit to place 
the storage unit at the 19’ setback.  With the change in use, the setback 
requirement has also changed.  Although the unit is modest in size 
(14’x36’/500sqft), the depth of the property is not sufficient as this subdivision 
predates zoning and this particular lot was part of a re-division so the lot is fairly 
shallow (59.6’). In order to maintain the front yard setback requirement of 20’, the 
applicant has applied for the 19’ rear yard variance.  
Staff feels that the exception will not alter the essential character of the district in 
which it is located as many structures have similar or lesser setbacks.  The 
exception will not substantially or permanently injure the appropriate use of 
adjacent conforming property in the same district.  The exception will not 
adversely affect the public health, safety, or welfare of the district.  

 
A site visit was performed and all property owners adjacent to and within a 250’ 
radius of the subject property have been notified.  Staff received no calls 
regarding this request.   
 

          Staff recommends APPROVAL of the request on the CONDITION that the     
          applicant obtain the appropriate permit for the conversion.  
   

  After a brief discussion, A MOTION to TABLE until the Board had time to further 
review and the applicant had time to apply for the proper permits, etc., was made by 
Mr. Joe Harris, seconded by Mr. Matthew Chatagnier.  

    ROLL CALL VOTE: 
   YEAS:  Harris, Chatagnier, Voisin 
   NAYS: NONE 
   ABSTAINED: None  
 NOT VOTING: NONE 
 Chair declared the MOTION to TABLE was APPROVED. 

 
    c.  Structure Variance:  Front yard setback variance from required 20’ to 10’      
    for placement of a front porch/carport  awning located at 210 Kellie Drive. 

Chair recognized Mr. Mike Jones, Acadiana Contractors, 5527 Highway 311, 
who stated that Acadiana Contractors will be constructing the awning.  He 
stated that the area is older and most of the properties do not have covered 
carports.  
Chair recognized Mr. Christopher Pulaski who stated that the applicant is 
requesting a front yard setback variance from the required 20’ to 10’ for 
placement of a front porch awning in an R-1 zoned district.  Applicants have 
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stated in their narrative that they are elderly and would like to have a covered 
porch and carport to enter the home during inclement weather.  It does appear 
that the original carport was enclosed at some point, but this area was not zoned 
until 2007, so the enclosure and resulting lack of sufficient parking are 
considered legal, con-conforming.  Since there are many similar structures in this 
district, including several receiving similar variances, Staff feels that the 
exception will not alter the essential character of the district in which it is 
located.  The exception will ot substantially or permanently injure the 
appropriate use of adjacent conforming property in the same district.  The 
exception will not adversely affect the public health, safety, or welfare of the 
district as the carport is open and will not obstruct views of oncoming traffic.  

 
 A site visit was performed and all property owners adjacent to and within a 25-‘      
 radius of the subject property have been notified.  Staff received one call     
 requesting information.  Caller voiced “no objection” to the request.  
 

         Staff recommends APPROVAL of the request. 
   

  A MOTION to APPROVE was made by Mr. Joe Harris, seconded by Mr. David    
Tauzin.   

    ROLL CALL VOTE: 
    YEAS:  Tauzin, Konos, Harris 
    NAYS: NONE 
    ABSTAINED: None  
    NOT VOTING: Hebert 

 
6.  Next Meeting Date: March 18, 2019. 
 
7.  Board of Adjustment Member Comment: None 

8.  Public Comment:  NONE 

9.  There being no further business, Mr. Pete Konos made the MOTION to  
 ADJOURN, seconded by Mr. David Tauzin. 
There being  NO  OPPOSITION, MOTION CARRIED; Chairman declared           
MOTION  ADOPTED and the meeting  ADJOURNED. 
 

 

 

   Mr. Willie Newton, Secretary 
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1513 Division Avenue II 
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